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SELECTED POETRY.
e e e e e ":|.
it 140 The Poet's Corner,
The Wournaljpf (a':‘mupgf e, rovently coninined o
vory graceful posin by B G B chinunting the
praiges of the Y Poct's l':iu‘Jlt‘\‘" in the newhpapers,
1t plenses the author to find ™ * somy shinple dong;’
in the paper's ehvicest corner biy
Diinging Uionghtiof scakons sweot;
<o The'caming ofithe May, W "
The soft South-wind that comes to greet .
The wangderers wha, with eager feet,
Igr'e'u ﬂ;r:- the lln“}-;ﬁtlb Wity ! !

Or whon the papercomes atnighty .
A vigitor apd eipndy oo il )
To the loved anes of the homp And hearth,
CAnit the fories we'love tho hest on edrth,
With the poet's nicssage blend,

RAweel. simple eongs, wh'lnl‘l atir 1!.l|u: heart
tWith throba of melody) 4,
Ye hear amid our lives, your |in.
< Anda anngio-ehinrm beyond all art,
Wherever ye may be.

FiH g ¥

Dutl makt when unawares wao find,
“Aa T hitve' found' tortiny,

Your presence 'mid the bosy life

THe papor- dhionicles 1 the strifo
Orwords whieh men osday. <

Whether yo still the gonl, like prayer, |
o < Orrpuse with trumpot-enll,
Or.like somo familiny face,
Like violots of the warkel place
Still ye are dear throngh wil.
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EXECUTIVE DOCUMENTE - '
Moo Hayne to thee Presidént of thy Undted, Stitles,
L Wasuixaron, Jan. 31, 1861,
To }lin'}}xcﬁ!lunay ‘James: Buohunnn, Pres.
ident: o0 SO 1
Sir: I had the honor to hold a short inter-
view with youon the, Lith instunt, dnformal
and pnoflicinl.  Thiving previously been in-
formed that you dasired thiat whitever wik of-
fieial should'be, on both sidss, conduated by
wril.tun*‘c?mmunin,ntiungs; I did wot ut that
time present my erédentialy, biit vorbally in-
formaed you that I'bore a letter from the Ghv.”
ernor of Banth Citdlina in regird o thi oe-
cupation of ‘Fort Sumter, whioh T wonld de:
liver the oest diy unddt dover 'af a ‘writteu
communication from myself, “The next diy,
hefore steh commuanication’ gould be nindd, I
wils waited-upon by a Sentor from Alibnma,’
who stated that he e on the pirt of all the
Soenators then Tn Washineton froui the State
which had alréady setedod from the Uliited
States, or would ‘cortainly have Aone so before
the Ist day of Febroary next.  The Scnator
from Altbama ureed “that e’ ind' they were
intercsted in the subject of m§ niiksion in
al nost an erpaad alu;._:rolc','Whh"tl‘m""ti!}'t[inriiit'n
of Sough Curolina. TS suid 'that, hostilities’
en noneased botwar Souuth Cardling ahd ybur
Goveri nent, woulil necessarily invalve ™ thy
States voprosantott by thodiselves in' eivil
strify, and fearing “thit the wetion  of ‘Sonth
Chrolim mizlie éonplicita™the volatmns of
yonr (ovirnndnt 't the sodddod hdd séee.
ding Stated, and, thereore, intorforg with i
peacetul solution of existing difliculties, tHeso
Sin lh)f‘ﬁlrb:jlfﬁ.‘sie‘nl"hhnt [ would '\ithhold .ty
wessiEe to YiurdalF Wil o cdnsultation*aimny
thamselVoes ‘codld Be had, ' thiu*[ugrﬂs-r‘:
and the result of tho gonsultdion was ghis let:
tor of "thess * Sanatord addessed fa'me dhled
15tk St ey, /.copy*of whith i in yourpay:
sossion.' 'l"ﬁil"é.'iﬁ‘ii!pdn‘dcn&c,"mf& ami infor
med, was made the, subjact of "6 éorinnica:
tion from Senatdty' Titzpatiiok, Malloky' nnd
Slinlu“,‘_nd-lﬁm_scd;{o o, “and your-attention
ealled to'the conténtsl  Thede pontlemen re-
ceived on the — duy of Januury a re iy o
their n'!p!i{grltiiir.. convogad in 4 l-,!l.li-.l"‘mll_lrcss-
ed'to thoin, ditell —, sigiéd by bho Fon, T,
I}I‘nlt, Sderatury of Waur adtakerim. - OF this
attor you, of eourse, have a ebpy, 'This'lat-
tor from .\‘flg F[iﬂt.";‘vir _mmnimfi{ﬁlud to ‘mao
nnt]cr_,dd\\'.lr‘:ﬁ‘ﬂ'ldl.lprffmm a“r‘thu-ﬂunuh)ﬁ;
of the sesedad and soeoding States, who'still
remained in Washington ; and of ‘this ‘Tetter,
too, T am'infof’ "'uf'you have baenfaritshed
with « copy.  This reply “of o : thrduwh
tho Sceretary of Wav'ad hitimnt to the appli-
ention made by the Senators 'wis entirely - |
satisfuctory to” me. Tt npprared oo 4 he
not only a rejection in'adyanss: 6f tho maih
praposition mhde by thieks ' Sermtors; ' to wit :
that “an arrmngement shottlt ve ngreed on
llg!t\icq'lr; the atthorities of Soath Onedling hnd
your@overnmont, ot leastuntil'the 13th 1eb.
runry next, by which-“timé South” Carolinn
and the States represented by the Senitors
niight in 'Convahl%n dovise' n wise, ' just! and’
Pauc?ﬁbh' solution of ‘exigting diffioulriey, <
“Tn'the rhedntinie,”™ th‘oy-'g‘iy,' s thilvk
thatis, these Sonatory,] that yoir Statd[South
Caroliny] should suffor Mujor Andgrapn to-ob-
mﬁdl, .ne_oa.s!;ry s pplies of._foqd.b fuel of water,
and enjoy frae comiuniention by, post o &pe-
cial m -;Es ger,_qitb,t'i‘t _P,rosl,l"unf.,?ﬁ;po?lri afe
understanding, that  tha President will not
sond him weinforecmente duving the samg, pe-
riod ;" but, beyides this rejoction of ghe winin
propositign, ﬂ:;}r, w8 in 5 r. fru__ll.‘a {o[’téfr'a
distingt refusgl to anukegpy stipnlutior” dn
the subjeot (of. reinforcement, gveo f0v the
SRfome Vint mighbba reqnired (6 coning-
mianto with my, Coveyument, - This reply to
the Senntors was, ag L have stated, allogeilios
nwatiefantory to e, - and { foft. sury that it
would b 0. to tho authorities whom T ropre-
nooted. 1t wag not,, howpvér, nditcsse 1o
me, orto the aut itjan of South Carolina,
and 08 Sopth. Carolina had rossod nothing
ta your Governmant, and Tind nsked nothing
at yows hands, I looked not to My Hofi's Tat- |
r, bat to \hg= ok, Jsﬁiﬂd to il
onatars of ¢ s.-';sam, i
§-lad/conseatad ko Wi d,
theit instanca, pmﬂ aon

&

o[
won 1,95 4
., aud ghat the peace

ot of hogh

ments,

turhed by any I
oxpie&gaififi, eir note (o e
thale ¢ _mtrc aonfidonce.

" Tort 8
ﬁﬁn&a&{mrhd within the pe-

| a8 tb the

J[Thie mifety of all secelling States requirds it ns

fbeyof t

| ty “vpon “'which ™ I lave antered. ' T do not.

Jprove it as yroporty, whateyer the resplt, nad
I’r‘-"n»pm;:.;» vod'sl_ no %nmbﬁ Hmﬂﬁuﬁiset

4

: }

FC
wonld . oot . perforin the d

1t h r
oy gy
: L definite or alimited

'am eonv

“ind ren ewed their réquest that T Woiild withe
hold ‘the cominuniegtion Wwith shich ' I'stiod
chorged, and wwait firthey ihdtrictions:
I hdye ddne.”” The' further instractions arr
ved ‘on ‘the B0 that; hud bear dite the 26th,
. Inow have thehouor to make to you my first
communication ag Spéeial Knvoy from the
Gavernntent’ of South Chrolina) You will
Mindl enclosed the original ‘communieation to
thé President of the Uniteld States from  the
‘Gavernor” of Houth” Carolina, with *which 1
wa chirgged i ' Chatlédton on the 12th duy of |
'Jlt,llll:lrz, instune, the “day on which it ‘bears'
daté. Tam now instructed by the Goveraor
of Bouth Curolina ' to auy, that' « liis opinion:
r'\‘upricly"qf'tlm demand  which is !

‘contained in tiis letter has not only besn con- -

[ firmed' by’ the cireamstatices which your (iny)
" ['mission hna developed, but'iy now inerénsed

to a coriviction of 'its' neeessity.
of the State roqitived that the

! osition of ‘the |
President shiould be' distinetly’

understood.— |
much s the safety of Svuth Curolina.
be 8o, t

thién as

If it |
hat Fort Sumter is held as property, |
‘)rop_brl.y' N rights, whitever they mt:iy
1e (Tnitdd ‘States; efin be ascertiined;
and " for’ the ‘satisfaetion of ‘theso 'rights the |

| plédize of the Btato of ®yuthl Uavoling, you |

(I am) authorized to’ give, 1€ Fort Sum- |
tor i85 not héld ‘ud property, itis hold,' say. |
my instractions, ns fmilifary post, and such
a post within the Tihits of South Carolina
cinnot be tolernted.”’ ' i

“You' will peresive that it is wpon the pre-
sumption that it is solely as proporby thnt
rou continue to hold Fort Samter thot [ have
éen stledted for ‘the performance of theidn-

come’ aa a military’ tinn, to:domand the sur.
render of o fortress; but as the logal officer of.
the State, its Attornoy‘Genernl, to elaim. for
the' State of éxéroiseof its undonbted right
ot eminent  domain, and to pledze the State
to inuke good all injury to tho rights of prop-
erty which avise frons the exereiso of tha
chiimp:! ¥ i SO LRI, R .
South Cutoling, a8 a4 separate indopendent
sovoreienty, " afaumes tho' right o take into
hier - pindsession “everything within -her limita
csadrtinl “to miditain her honor or her sifety;
irrespoctive of the question of * property, sub-:
jeet “only to the' mordl duty vequiring that
colpensation shonld ba inade tothe nwner.—
Thig right she eannot permis to' be drawn in«
‘to’ discussibn, “As to - compehsation forany
property, whether of an illSividu:ﬂ or o (ov-
crament, ‘which she muy deem it necessary
for her honor or safoty to tuke into her posses-
sion, * her past” history gives amplo: guuranty
thirt “ it will be made, upon a faix accounting,
to the last dollar.' Fhe proposition now is,
that the law officer shioald, under nuthovity of,
‘the Governorand his Comneil; distinotly pledge
the fuith- of Sinth  Caroline to’ inake suol
compenshtion in rognrd o Fort Suinter, and
ita appurtenandes nid contonts, to the full
axtent of the movey value of thé property of
the United: States; delivered over to the au.
thorities of South. Curolina, by your coin.
nidTb s b ar T
“T will notsuppose that-a pledgo like'this
ean ' bo eopsidered insafciont: security,. Is
not the money vulue of the property-of . the
United Statas in this fort, sitinted whore it
cannot be  made availuble to the United
Btates for any dne purpose for which it vas
originally - donstrdeted,  worth weére -to : the
Unitod Stites than the property itself ?—
Why, then;: as prdperty, insist on holding it
by an armed gaveison 7 Yet-such bas been
the gronnd. upon whiel you have invarinbly
Ia{ucud your oocupaney of this firt by troops;
seitming progpectively awith  your: aunnal
Messige . of tho “dth Docomber, aghih in
your Hpesial Mossageof the Oth January, and
gtill mdro cemphatically in - your: Messige of
the 28th Jumuiey. . The same position is set
forth i your reply<to-the Senators, through
‘the Beeretiry of Wir ad Gilerim.  Itis there
virtually ‘copceded - that  Fort Sumter ig
held nmu&lytu propeity of the United Siafos,
which . ‘you deeni’ it your duty to protect apd
preservet’s of AT 1Y o i bty
s Againe it is submitted. that ghe eontinusnce
of an armed possession aetually jeopnrds the
property youw'desife toptoteat. 1§t is impos-
sible butithat guch a possession, if continued
long enoughy, wust lgud to eollision, . No peo-
ple not gompletely abjeet and, pusillanimons
could sabwit iudefipitgly to the armed gecu-
pation of a fortress in the,midgk éj‘f‘.ﬂip huj'lior
of “its pringipal gity, and gommanding the ip-
wrews nud egross o u\'qrj_njni[;.l_lmt enters the
portishe daily Foery. Boats that iJ.’#;.u.Pﬁ"“ the
wators, maving but at the syfteranoe of aligns.
A astaok wpon. thiy fort would scarecly im-

A
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by the worst possible, weans w

fockod o for such, nu abjeqt. ;
Your roply to ihe Senatofs, h,rr_wzﬁn, Mz,
 Hqle declaps, ityto ba Q’Q%“ﬁ\’.?{dﬁﬁh' fo aot
Strictly on'the defensive, aud ta suthosize no
upovainank suslnat Santh, Qasplin, ungss fis.
tifiod by,a hostile serepation Lele PaTk "
yat, in reply to

the proposition
51 -ng; rejn forcepents shantd
| nn,uwr.mml I Sough Caro

e

oh, vao b rd-

' gt e
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0 Bor to Ford
i gt
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made, you say
Sacretar

“it is im lo

tary) to. give yo 'p‘.)?l"us‘ﬂ’on tord)
such dmsarance,” thnt it wouldibe a mamifest
yiolution of
ye PR

his (your) duty to placs hitsplt.
Qhéaum?ﬂtwnw thit ke Q%;
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4 In yodur Mestagd of
ﬁm%%’ ' “Tﬁ:‘r

my desire to enfer ity siich db' agreamant, I

This | mo

The' sufety Fiméet the emergency.

!
4

¥ | formedof the manhari
1 will

8w ‘ ¢
“lay

therefore, be a nsurpation for the Exepeutive
to attempt to restrain their hauds by oo agree-
nkin regurd to matters, oyver which he las
no constitutional control. 1t he were thus to
‘o, they wight pass Jaws whieh he should be
bound to" obey, though in conflict with his
agreement.” Thé proposition, it is duggested, |
was addrossed to you under tha, laws ns they
now arey and, wog not intended to refer to n
now condition of things arising under new
Tegislution.

It was addressed to the Kxecutive discre.
tion, aeting under existing laws. - Lf Congress
should, dnder the waransking power, or in
any bther why, legislite in'a manner to affeet
‘the peace of South Claroling, her intcrests or
her rights, it would not be accomplished in
secrat.  South: Carolina. would have timely
notice, and shie: would, T trust, “endeavor to
It 1 sidded in the let-
ter of Mr. Holt, that +“at the present moment

(it is nol deenied necessary to. veinforce. Major |

Anderson; because ho-mukos mo such request,
and feels quite securo in his pasition.”” ~ But.
ghould his safety requireit, every offort will
be made to supply reinforecmonts, This would
‘geem ta ignore the other branch of the propo-
‘gition made by the Senators, viz: that no at-
tack wus to bo made on Fort Sumter during
the period suggestod, and that Major Avder-
son shonld enjoy the facilitics of comurunica-
tion, &e., &e. - !

L advert ‘to this point, however, for the
purpose of saging that to send reinforcoments
to Fort Sumter could not serve as a means of
protecting and presaveing. property, for. os
must be known to your Government, it would
inevitably lead to' immedinte hostilitics, in
which property an all sides would necessarily
suffer. South Chrolina has every disposition
to preserve.the public peace, and Cegls, 1 am
sure, in full force, those high,  Christian and
moral dutics  referred to by your Secrctary,
ahd' it id submittod thaton her part there is
gearcely niry consideration of mere property,
npart from honor and safoty, which conld in-

4 duon her todo'onght to jeopard that. peace,

still less to innugurate o protracted nud bloody
civil'war. -8he rests her pesition on some-
thing higher thnn wmere property. It isaecon-
sidebation of Her own dignity ss o Soverelgn,
and the safety of her people, which prompts
her. to depnd that this property should not
longer be used as a military post by a Goyarn-
meant sheno longer acknowlodges. - She fecls
thig to bo an imperative duty. * Tt has, in
faot, bécome nn absolute necessity of her con-
dition. Wepudiating as you do the idea of co.
soreion, avowing peaceful intontidns, and ex-
Ermming a patriot’s horror for ¢ivil war and
loody  strife among those who onee wore
brethren, it is hoped that on further congider-
ation yon will not, on'a mere question of
Empcrij, refuse the rentonnble demand of
South Caroling, "which hooor und noecessity
alike ebnrpel: her  to vindicate.  Bhould you
disappuint this hope, the responsibiiity for the
resnlt surcly does nnt rest with her. If ‘the
evils of war are o he encountered, n:Tn_cinlly
the calamitics of givil war, an alevated stutes.
manship, would geem to require that it slonld
be accopted as the unavoidible. altevnative of
something still more dispstrous, such s na-
tional . dishonor or_mepsures waterially affoct.
ing the safety or permanent interests of a peg-
ple, or that it should be a chpioe deliberntely
made and_entered -upon g8 Wwar, and of sut
purpose. . But . thut war should be ‘the inei-
dont or accident attendunt: on a policy
professedly peaceful; and © not requiréd  to
effect the object which-is ayowed as tho bnly
end intended, eani only be exoused when there
his been no wariing yiven. as to €he conse-
quencos, :
" IVau further instracted tosay that South
Carolinh dnnnot, by her silenes, appear to ne-
(quicses jn the fmputgtiod that she'wis galley
of an act of unproyoked nguression in firing
on thu Star of the West.. Though' an iji-
armed vessel,  she was filled with armed meu
entering lier territory: agninst hewwill, . with
the purpose of reinforcing n garrison held,
within -{:.er limits,. aguinst. her . protest., . She
forbeary to recriminate by disenssing the gues-
tion of the propriety of attempting such a re-
tuforcenient at all, ‘as well ns of “the disgnised:
wnd seorct mannér in whivh it wos intended
1o be dﬂ‘ecip‘d'. o And on this oacnion aho'will,
saynothing as to the manner jn which Tort.
Sumter. wag taken  into the posspesion of its
present ocoupants.  The interposition of the
Senators, who have addrossed you, was a '¢ir-
cumstanca, unexpected by my Goverpment,
and ungolicited eertainly by we. The (loy-
‘ernor, while he appraciates the high and gen-
erons ‘motives by wiliol' they wore prompted,
aud whilé fully heafiptoves the deliy which,
An’deferénee to ther, has takon phco in the
proesoitation of the demaad, feels that it can-
not Jonger be withheld., |~ Ty
v Jreonclude with an extract from tho jnsthue-
tions just reccived hy.me from the Goyerd-
L mont of Sputh Caroline: ¢
¢ ‘i_'ﬂjq_quwrl of, thi Pregident, thrdugh’ My,
dolt,  way be rectived as the Jreply 't the
question yonware instructed to agk, as to hid
anadpion: :m right to send reinfopecmonts
' Fort Bumter: Yon:.were intrueted tosay
‘to' K 10 he haserted thut rish‘_ﬁ- thit the
Btato'of South Cuvolina rbgarded #uth aright
whot assorted, of with an sttenipt at fts exar-
oise, ns a declaration of war, =~ * 7" T

ot Aho: Prosident lintdnda it shiall ot be
Yo | po-widoratood, 18 1s phaper W aveid dny ke

diipdption heroifter,” thit lie should be 4n,
whigh tha G avardor
L Bl S rSg e £ 1 1 L0
;(If gha Prosident,: when iqq&vn tated
ithie ‘rédisons sehiol prompt the. (fovernur.in
making the demand for ;adclivnry of Lort
fugq to deliver the fort upon
:g-ohonmt orizhé? mnke,
uwill eommanicate that rdfusal without de-
tothe Govornors: IF the President shall
nptbé prépatedts give-youian immodingg an-

imood. thit Ldo-
Cucqreln:lndvﬂon:hu
making power;. ean. ex

voquictta for fulkdommunioation hotwoen |
you (myseii} and jfp?lr (y) vaarzinﬁg.'k

agroeing Lo abstaln #f from
oalaulatod tor H:ﬁm.
tma_niu

WeR TAY
anof blo. sl 1o Ao Governor oi
ot ledton Bowth Oaroling

o g

QLG T OO TGy L WS, 4TS

SN, you, Wi I,mmhqm to, him that his
: Arapapibted” within® o reasqua- |

; ;E‘urphge, .(Gh};r-

Slobeig & & ¥

“fobeonsider.it neges.

Washington than is neeessnry ‘to exeonte this,
the closing duty of your (my) mission, inthe
manner noy indiented to. you (mie),  As soon
a8 the Governor shull receive from you infor-
wation that you have olosed your mission, and
tho reply, whatever it may be, of the Presi- 1
dont; e will consider the conduct which will |
be neeessary on his part.”’

Allow me the request that vou would, ns
soon as _ possible, inform ‘me whether, under
these instructions, I need await your answer
in Washington—and if not, I would be pleas-
ed to convey from yon to my Government, in-
formation o5 to the time when an answer may
be‘expeeted in Charleston, '

With considerntions of high respect, T atu,
very respectfully,

(Higned) I, W. ITavaeE,

. Speeiul Buyoy.
LETTER OF MR, HOLT TO ML HAYNE.

Wanr Depanrspst, February 6, 18061,
Siv: The President of the United States
‘has received your lettor of the 31st ult, and
hag eharged me with the duty of replying
thereto.

In the connminieation addressed to the
President b, Governor Pickens, under date
of the 12th of Jannary, and which aceonipa-
nies yours now before me, his Bxcellen y says :
“ 1 hnte determined to send to you the Hon.
L W0 Hayne, the Attorney-General of the
State of Soutl) Carolina, and have instencted
Lim to dewand the surrendor of Fort Sum-
ter, in the harbor of Charleston, to the con-
stituted authorities ‘of the State: of South
Carolina,  The deniand 1 have made of Ma-
jor Anderson, ind which 1 now make of you,
ie suggested beeanse of my earnest desire to
avoid the bloodshed which a persistence in
your attempt toretain the possession: of that
fort: will canse, and which will be unavail-
ing to scenre to you tlint posscssion, but in-
duce a calamity most deeply to be deplored,”
The gharactor of the.demnnd thus authorized
to be mado, appears under the influenee, I
presame, of the correspondence with the Sen-
ators to which yon refer, to*huve been modi-
| fiud by subsequent instructions to his Kxecl-
[ leney, dated the 26th, nnd veceived by your-
self on the 30th of Janumry, in whici he
says: “IF it be g0 that Fort Sumter is held
as propevty, than ds property, the rights what-
ever they mny be, of the United States, ean
be ascertained, and for the satisfaction of
theso rights, the pledge of the State of South-
Onroling, you are nuthorized to give,” 'I'he
full seope nnd precise purport of your instrue-
tiong, as thus modified, you lnve expressed in
the follawing words ¢ L do not come as a
military man to demand the surrender of a
fortress, but ns the legul officer of the State
—ita “Attorney-Goenernl—to eluim  for the
State, the exercike of its undoubted right of
‘ominent dompin, and to pledge the State to
make good all injury to the rights of proper-
ty which arise from the exercisd of the claim.”
And lest this explieit languoge should not
sufliciently define. your position, you add:
“ha propesition now is LLu?. her (South Car-
olina's) luw ofticer, shouldy. ander  authority
of the Governor and his Couneil, distinetly
pledge tho fiuith of South' Caroling, to make
guch compensation, in rezard to Fort Sumter
and its appurtenances and contents, to the, full
extent of the money value of the property of
the United Stutes, delivered over to the au-
thorities of Siuth Curolina by your connnand,”’
You thon adopt his Hxeellonoy's train of
thought upon the subjeet, so far s to suggest
that the possession of Fort Sumter by the
United States, if coptinued long enongh must
lead to collision,” and that ¢ au attack upon it
would searcely improva it ag property, whatev-
erthe vesnlt, and - if ecaptured, it would. ne
longar by the'subject of account:”  The pro-
Phsn[ then, now' presented to tha- Prosidant,

s simply an offer on“the part of South Caro-

iy ouly be disposed of under the same sol
emn sanotions.  The President, ag the hoead
of the Kxeoutive branch of the Government
only, ennno more sell and transfer Fort Sum-
ter to South’ Curglina than he ean =ell and
convey the Capital of the United States to
Maryland or to any other State or individual
soeking to possess it. Tls Fxcelleney the
Governor is too  familliar ‘with the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and with the limit.
ationg upon the powers of the Ohief Magis-
trate of the Government it has established,
not to appreciaty At once the soundness of
this legal proposition. _

The question of re-inforcing Fort Sumter
is 80 fully disposed of in my letter to Senator
Slidell and others, under {ﬂ,ltt! of the 224 of
January—a copy of which accompanies this
—that its diseussion will not now be rencw-
ed. I then gaid: ©# At the present moment
it is not deemed necessary to reinforce Major
Anderson, beeause he muﬂcs no such rer uest.
Should his safety, however, require reinforce-
ments, every effort will be made to supply
thom.” T can add nothing to the explicitness
of this language, which still applies to the ex-
isting status,  The right to send forward re-
inforcements, when in the judgment of the
President the saféty of the garrison requires
them, rests on the game unquestionable foun-
dation as the right to occupy the fortress
itself,

In tha lotterof Scnator Davis and others
to yourself, under dute of the 15th ultime,
they say, “we, thefefore, think it especially
due - from South Curolina to our States—to
say nothing of other slaveholding States—
that she should; as fur as she can consistently
with her honor, aveid initiating hostilities
between her and the United States or any
other power,” and yon now yourself give to
the President the gratifying nssurance that
“8outh Carolina has: every disposition to
preserve the publie peace;’” and since ho js
himself sincerely unimli!etf by the same de-
sire, it wonld seom that this eommon and pat-
riotie  object wmust be of certain attainmoent.
It iy dithioult, however, to reconcile with this
assurance the declaration on your part, that
‘it is a consideration of her (South Caroli-
na's) own dignity as a sovercign, and thesafo-
ty of her people ghich prompts lier to demand
that this propet® should not longer be used
a8 a military post by a Government she no
longer acknowlédges,” und the thought you so

lead to a collision of arms, and the prevalenco
of ecivilwar.  Fort Sumteris in itself a wili-
tary post and nothing else, and it wonld seem
that not so much the fact as the purpose of
its use, shonld give to it a hostile or friendly
chavacter.  I'bis fortress is now held by the
Governnvent of the United States, for the
same objects for which it has been held from
the completion of its ‘gonstruetion. These
are natiounl and defensive, and were a public
enewy now to attempt tho eapture of Charles-
ton, or the destruction of the commerce of its
harbor, the whole fore: of the batteriesof
this fortress would bie at onee éxerted for their
protection.  How the presence of o small gur-
rison nctunted by sueh aspirit asthis, can
compromise the dignity or honor of South
Carolina, “or becotne a souree of irritation to
her people, the President is at a loss toun-
derstand. The attitude of that gavrison, s
has been often declared, isineither menacing,
nor definnt, nor unfriendly, - It is acting un.
der orders tostand strietly on the defensive,
and the Governmont and people of South
Carolina must well know that they can never
reccive aught but shelter from its guns, nn-
legs in-the absence of all provocation, thay
should ‘assanlt it and seek its destruction.—
Tho_intent with which this fortress is held by
the President is trathfully stated’ by Sonator
Davis and others, in their letter to yoursell of

ling to bny ¥ort Sumter and contents ns prop-
erty of the.United States, sustained by a de-
cluration, in effeot, that, if she is not permit-
ted to mnke, the purchuse, she will seize the
fort by foree of: arms. - As tho initintion of 'a
negotiation for the fRansfor of property be-
tween fri‘l:uldl%' goveruments, thig proposal im-
presscs the President ‘npi'.bnving agsumed a
most wnusual formi, e has, however. fves-
Jdigated tha elaim op which it professes to he

aged npart from the  deeluration that necom-
spanies it And it iy be hereremirked thut
meuch stress has been lsid npon the “employ-
'“I"-“E of the words “ property ™ and  public
property ” by the President in hig geverul
Messoges.  These are the most comprelicn-
aive terms which ean be ueed in such o con-
neetion, and supely, when veferring to 'a fort
orany other publie esfablishment,. they em-
bunae the entive and undivided interest of the
Covarnment therein.  The title of the Uni-
ted States to Fort Sumter is complote and in-
contestilble.! Were its intorestin this priper-
ty purely rmpricll‘ary, Jin the ardimiry fecep-
tation of the term, it might proba I{Y be :SE-
jeaied to the exercise of theright of ewinent
domnio ; but it has also political relutions to it
Of u wuoh irigher and Wi, i'.up-&&jng ¢higrae
dar thao those of mere proprieforship.” ‘It Iras
absolute jurigdiction ovey.the fort aud the soi!
on which -it stands. . This, jurisdieticn. con-
‘wists in the authority: to. “ exercise exolusive
togishation "« over: thé property véfeired to,
and is, thorefote, dlearly incomipatible ‘wish
the claim of » éwingnt domaln ™ How Insfgt-
Led upon by South Carolina, © This guthority
was not devived. (rom any questionable revo:
lutionary sourés, hut. from:the peageful. pea-
wiow of Nouth Carolinn herself acting throngh
hier " Tetiglature, under 6 provision of ~the
Constltation of the United, Btates; * Houth
Uyrolina can no wore assert the right of enii.
nent domain over Rord Sumter than Moawgland
cufr assort it over thé Distriot of Columbin.e—

ho  political and “fppﬁpt_;ll‘,' rights of the

nited Statesiy either 6asg rdst upofi procise-
Ay the same ground,. bl ¥ g8
“The Prestdent, however, ig relieved fram
‘the uamimf--ﬂhﬂhaf-»puuuing. thia inqni-
ry by the thet," whatovor muy - be- the
{!Li_m"()f South™ Garolina to thisfork, he hns
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the 15th Japuary, in which they suy, «it is
not- held with ang hostile or unfriendly pur-
pose towards your State, but marely as prop-
erty of the Unitad Stated, which the Presi-
‘dent” ‘doems it his duty to -protect and pre-
Bcr"(!.” ) < ' i .
If the anouncement, so repeatedly made,
of the Presideat’s pacific purposes in coritin-
uing the ocenpation of ort Sumter nntil the
‘question shall have been gettled by competont
authority, has fuilled  to impress the (fovern-
ment of South Caroling, the forbenring eon-
duct of his“Administration for thelast fow
months, should be regeivdld os contlusive ovi-
dengoof hig sincerity,  And. if this forbear-
anego, in yiow of the eirgumstances which
hiave g0 severdly tried i, be not ageeptod as a
sutisfuctory: pledgo of the peaceful policy of
this Administtation towirds South Caroling,
then it niay be sufély ‘affivuted, that neither
sngunge or conduct can possibly furnish one.
Af, with all the multiplied proofs, which ex-
ist, of the Prosident's anxiety for peaco, and
of the enrncstness with which he has pursued
it, the authoritiea of that Stateshall nssaulg
Fort Sumtor, and peril the lives of - the hand-
ful of bruve and doyal men shut up within it
walls, and thus plunge our sommon country
duto ghe horrors'of civil war, then upon them
and those fhey repregobt, must vest thd ro:
sponsibility.. . o
Very respootful
-

-

Iy, your abediént servant,

T the Hon. 1. W. Hayne, Aftornay.Gen-
‘aral of the Siate of South Cavoliba, -

. P. 8.—The President has ndt, ns you have
becn “informed, rogoived & 66pg: of the lotter
to. yourself from the Senators, comnmunicating

kthat of Mr. Holtof the22dof Runuary, |
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LEVTER OF MR, TAYNE TO MR, HOLT,
“Wasmnaron, February 7, 1861,
His Becollency  James  Buchanan,

£ President. :

Sir:  Your reply, through your Secretary
of the Wat Depurtment, to my comtiurdeation
of tho 1kt of Januury, dovering the demand

hm Governor of South Cavolina foi the do-
Jivory.of Fort Bumiter, was received yeaterday.
‘Althoughthe very distinet and emphatio  ro-
fadnt ‘of that damand closes iy mission, . fedi

ﬂl-

‘nd Constittitional poyer” t6 qd?a of surrendor
it "The property, of iho, United States has |

law TRl ey

v v

N ™

Sl |

constantly prosout, that this oceupation must’

gned) J. Horn, Beerotary of War. © |

“donstrained to cofrect some ‘strangs misappro.

| buen'u;:qn_i;‘ed by fum{‘! *of ‘public law, and | hensiong into which yonr éccrctnry has fullen.

T'here has been no modification of the demand
tuthorized to be made and no change whut.
pever inits eharacter, and of this you wero
| distinatly informed in my ¢ommunication of
| the Sist of Janwury.  You have the original
demand as dulivered to me by Governor ick-
ens on the 12th of Jannary, and you have un
extract from the further instructions received
by méexpressly stating that he, the Governor,
was “eanfivmed 't in the views he entertained
on thoe 12th of Junuary by that very corres-
pondence which you assign a8 the cause of
the alledged modification.  You assume that
the character of the demand has been modi-
fied, yet you have from me but one communi-
cation, and that usserts the contrary, and you
have nothing from the Governor but the very
dewand itself, which you say has been modi-
fled.  What purpose of peace or coneilintion
your Seceretary conld have had in view in the
introduction of this point at all, it is difficult
to perceive. You next attempt to ridicule
the proposal presented “as simply an offer on
the part of South Carolina to buy {'ul'l Sumter
and contents as property of the United States,
sustained by a deelatation in effect that if sghe
is not permitted to make the purchase she
will seize the fort by foreo of arms.” It is
diffienlt to consider this as any other than in-
tentional  misconstruetion.  You wero toll
that South Caroling, aga separate, indepen-
dent sovercignty, would not tolerate the oceu-
pation, ‘by farcign troops, of a militury post
within her limits, but, that inasmuch as you,
in roportod messagos and in your: correspon-
denee, had ¢ Inid much stress ™ upon the chat-,
acter of your duties, arising from considering
forts as property, South Carolina, so far as
this matter of property, suggested by yourself,
was eoncerned, would make compensation for
all injury done the property, in the exercise
of her sovercign right of eminent domain ;
and this your Sterctary oalls a proposal to pur-
chase I The idea of purehase is entirely in-
consistent with the assertion of paramonnt
right in the purchnser. I had supposed that
an “interest in property,” as such, could be no
other than “puarely proprictary,” and if 1 con-
fined mysclf to this narrow view of your ¢ re-
lations " to Iort Sumter, you, at least, should.
not eonsider them subjeets of eriticism.  Until
your letter of yesterday, you chose so to con-
sider your relations, in everything whieh you
have written, or which has been written under
your direetion. It was precizely because you
had yourself chosen to place your action upon
the ground of “purely proprietary ”’ riglhit
that the proposal of compensation was made,
and you now admit that in this view ¢ it (1%t
Sumter) would probably bo subjected to the
exorcise of the right of eminent domain.”

In your letter of yesterday (through your
Seeretary) you shift your position.  You claim
that your Government bearsgo Forte Sumter
¢ politieal relations of a mueh Yigher and more
imposing character.” It was no part of my
mission to discuss the “political relations ™
of the United States Governmeont to anythings
within the Tervitorial limits of 'South Caroli-
na.  South Caroling elaims to have dissolved
all political counexion with your Government,
and to haye destroyed all # politigal relations ”
of your Government with everything within
her borders.  She is uaquestionably at this
moment oo ficto a separnte and independent
Government, excreising complete sovercignty
over every foot of her soil except Fort Sumter.
Now that the intention is avowed to hold
this place ns 2 military post, with a cluim of
exclusive jurisdiction on the part of a (lovern-
ment foreign to South Carolina, it will be for
the authorities to deteérmine what is the eourse
proper to be pursued. It is vain to ignore the
fuct that South Carolina is to yours a foreign
Crovernment, and how with b%'.is pitent - fact
before you, you ean.consider the continued
oceupition of a fort in- her harbor a pacifie
measure, and parocel of n poanceful poliey, pass-
eg ecrtainly my ¢ aprehension. )

You say that the fort was garcisoned for our
rotection, and is held for the same puiposes
or which it has been held since its construe-

tion.  Are you not aware, that to hold, in the
territory of\a forcign power, a fortress against
her wﬂt avowedly for thé purpose of protect-
ing her citizons is, perhaps, the highest insult
which one governmient ean offer. to danother ?
But Fort Sumter was never garrisoned at all
| umitil Bonth Curoling had dissolved her eonnee-
tion with your Government. ‘This gavtison
efered it in the night, with uvgrﬁircum-
stanee of - scéerecy, after spiking the guns, and
burning the gnncarviages,.and cutting down
the flag stalf’ of an adjacent fort, which was
then abandoned, .

s Bonth Carolina had not taken Fort Sumter
into lier own possession only, beeause of her
misplaced crnfl:lencc in a;tioverament which
doceived her. A fortress oceupicd under the
cirgumgtances above stated, is covsidered by
you, not only as uo cause of ifritation, bui
you represent, it as held for our protection !’
|, Your Excellency’s Sceretary has indulged
id itony an a vbry ginve sulject, '
' Asfo tho responsibility for consequences,
if, iedecd, ft does rest on us, T ean nssure your
1':)&(:!.'“1!11[“31 wo ara ’l:‘p:-ilg nneonscionn of the
e =t : i « et g

* I return to Charleston to-morrow, - -
With considerations of high ragard,

_ 1 am, very respoctfully,

(Signed) L. W. ITAyNe, Special Buovoy.

Ratrroan GuAnben—President Felton,
of the Phikidelphin, Wilmington and Balti-
more Hiilend, ‘suys the Washingzton States,
Iins stivtioniod guards at all the bridges on that
highway, to prevent any injury to those strue-
tures from the hands of the persons who have
threatened their destruction, to prévent Lin-
coln from puesing over them ! ‘
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New Onrieans, Feb, 11.—The stonmor
Charmer, fram Vieksburg, bound to Now Or-
lenna, wlih-B,BO() bales of Cotton, was burmed
to the water's edge; ton miles below. Dongld-
sonville. Five Iived sre supposed tobe lost.
It is belioved .the fire originated tho
wheel hause. . } 2
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